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A Reconsideration Inspired by the Newly Published
Bronzes on the Hypothesis that King Gong’s Reign is
Longer than 30 Years and the Transition of Bronzes in the
Second Half of Middle Western Zhou Dynasty

Han Wei Peking University

Abstract:

Starting from the discussion on some newly published bronzes, this thesis points out that
some bronzes of the Middle Western Zhou Dynasty which have long reign records in their
inscriptions, such as Lu Gui, Qiuwei Gui, Hu Guigai and Zuocewu He, should be dated
under the reign of King Gong. Therefore, the reign of King Gong lasted for at least 30
years. Using the Connecting Method, the author finds out the representative bronzes of
King Gong, and divides them into 10 groups. After comparing the bronzes from excavated
upper class tombs of King Gong-Yi and those of King Mu, the author also summarizes
some significant new features of bronzes dating as King Gong on types, combinations,
shapes and decorations, reflecting that King Gong’s reign was the starting point of a great
transition of bronzes from early Western Zhou to late Western Zhou. Disagreeing with the
theory that there was a Ritual Reformation between the middle and late Western Zhou,

the author argues that this great transition of bronzes in the second half of middle Western
Zhou was a long and enduring process lasting for at least 50 or 60 years, but not a “top-down

revolution” completed in short time as researchers considered before.

Keywords: Western Zhou, Bronze, Dating Research, Chronology, King Gong, Ritual
Reformation
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