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Odysseus and Heracles: Representations of Heroes in Two
Stories Concerning Bows

LIU Chun

Abstract: The article analyzes two stories concerning bows: the story about Odysseus’ bow in Book
21 of the Odyssey and Sophocles’ Philoctetes in which the bow of Philoctetes given by Heracles features
predominantly. The characters of Odysseus and Heracles appear in both stories. The article analyzes the
representation of both heroes and the possible reasons for the arrangement of such episodes. By
analyzing the values behind these representations the present paper argues that these two stories
demonstrate different traditions about the fall of Troy and changing attitudes towards the figure of Odysseus
from Homeric times to fifth-century Athens.
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