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the nature of literature and the relationship between literature and politics during a period of identifica-
tion and then alienation from politics, and established his position as a writer and his writing direction in
the later period. This paper is aimed to illustrate how the political factor contributed to the
transformation in his writing through a study of Calvino’s change of his political identification in his

actual life and the change of the body images in the novels.

LIU Chun The Sphinx and the Image of Oedipus 88

The present essay discusses Sophocles’ innovative characterization in Oedipus Tyrannos through ex-
amining the relationship between the image of Oedipus and the function of the Sphinx in the story. In
Sophocles’ play, Oedipus defeats the Sphinx by solving her riddle, and is subsequently famous for his wis-
dom. The author first analyzes the nature of his wisdom, and points out that the Sphinx functions impor-
tantly in the characterization of Oedipus in this tragedy. Next, she examines other Greek texts concerning
the Oedipus legend before and a little after Sophocles’ times, focusing on the different images of Oedipus
in these texts and their respective relationship with the Sphinx. Through this study, the essay
demonstrates that the Sphinx did not feature in the original Oedipus legend, but entered the story later in
its development. Particularly, in the Sophoclean tragedy, the Sphinx becomes a crucial element in the

characterization of the hero.

WANG Ning Cosmopolitanism 96

As a cutting edge theoretical topic in contemporary international humanities and social sciences, cos-
mopolitanism has already had a long history, whose origin could date back to Cynic philosophers like Di-
ogenes. In the age of Enlightenment, Immanuel Kant’s theoretical construction had also laid a solid foun-
dation for the conceptualization of cosmopolitanism. In the 19" century, the birth of Marxism had both
contributed to its theoretical construction as well as to its revolutionary practice. Upon entering the 20™
century, especially along with the process of globalization, cosmopolitanism has once again become a cut-
ting edge theoretical topic. We can discuss cosmopolitanism on three levels: political philosophical, socio-

logical, and cultural and literary levels.

ZHAO Xiaobin The Poetic Function 106

The poetic function is a significant concept in Roman Jakobson’s study of poetics, which serves the
purpose of bridging formalism and structuralism. In many of his writings on poetics, he gave theoretical
explanations and undertook practical analyses of this concept. This paper focuses on the two interpreta-
tions of poetic function, and analyzes and elaborates on the concepts of referentiality and projection
hence induced. It also makes clear the relationship between various terms, such as self-referentiality, mul-
tiplicity of functions, dominance and trans-functionalism. Besides stating the special attention poetic func-
tion deserves in the aesthetic study of language arts, the paper does not hesitate to point out the self-con-
tradiction between Jakobson’s own definitions of the concept, so as to reveal the intention and extension

of Jakobsonian paradigm of poetic study.

FENG Xianguang The Focus Of Post-Marxist Literary Theories 113

The translation, introduction and study of Post-Marxist theories are areas not fully developed in Chi-
na. The focus of Post-Marxist literary theories is the study and debates on World Literature. Pascale
Casanova has discussed intensively on her concept of World Literature in Literature as a World , in which
we can capture some outstanding features of Post-Marxist literary theories, that is, they start theoretical
thinking from the perspective of spatial rather than temporal dimension as modernism did. Moreover,
that they return to Marx’s conception of World Literature indicates that Post-Marxist literary theories pay
close attention to effective connection with classical Marxism when they are treating current literary
issues and integrating contemporary intellectual resources. Pascale Casanova’s theory is valuable for the

literary writing and criticism in China today.
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