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English Abstracts

context. This paper explores both bottom-up and top-down corpus-assisted teaching methods to facilitate
students’ subjective construction of cognitive context; furthermore, open-ended corpus construction and corpus
analysis methods are advantageous to the improvement of students’ interest and self-management level in

reading and hence their reading skills.

A comparative study of teaching demotivation between Chinese

and British college EFL teachers
ZHOU Cibo & WANG XiaOnUa  cececererereseseetetatatatassustetatetssesssasassssstssssssssasassssossssssss 27

Based on the comparisons between 41 Chinese EFL teachers and 36 British counterparts in a 36-item
questionnaire survey, together with literature review, this essay investigates the similarities and discrepancies in
teachers’ demotivating behaviors and their correlated factors. Four shared demotivators are extracted: Learners,
Teaching Contexts, Institution Support and Research Conditions. However, the differences between two
subject groups are salient as well. Chinese subjects’ distinctive demotivator of Social Appraisal, the disparate
constitution and means in the items of shared demotivators reveal the significant impact of culturally specific
factors. Therefore, this essay aims to provide references for college EFL practitioners and administrators to

reflect on their pedagogy and minimize teachers’ teaching demotivation.

A critical view on the pronunciation requirements in the
Syllabus for English Majors

ZHANG Fengtong ............................................................................................. 33

The Syllabus has emphasized the importance of laying a solid English foundation, but we have
encountered quite a few problems in understanding and satisfying the pronunciation requirements. Many
basic issues such as vowels, consonants, syllables, elision and weak forms etc., are unreasonably excluded;
the highest requirements (level 8) are not given truly academic definitions; some statements are not made
phonetically with great accuracy; no marked differences are displayed between for example level 2 and
level 4, level 6 and level 8; finally, the guiding principles concerning pronunciation instruction should be
up-dated.

The pedagogy of word-initial English voiceless stops after /s/:
An articulatory gestural perspective
LIANG B +vveevvveeennueetunueemuueetinteemueetiuteemuterinueesiueesinsessiueessueesiueesiiueesiusessiueesinnes 41

A contrast of the phonetic features between word-initial English voiceless stops after /s/ and Mandarin
stops reveals the inaccuracy and inadequacy of the three current pedagogical practices towards the foresaid

English targets, and arrives in accordance at two suggestions of improvement. With articulatory gestures

99



English Abstracts

as phonological primes and as abstract characterizations of articulatory events, articulatory phonology
focuses on the intrinsic input of articulatory events, and leads to an organic integration between phonological
representation and phonetic realization. These merits enable a gestural analysis to evaluate convincingly the
two above-mentioned pedagogical suggestions, to overcome practical difficulties, and to offer an even more

feasible and more appropriate instruction to Chinese learners of English.

Clause constituent and NP constituent: New perspectives to

measure L2 learners’ English syntactic complexity
XU Xiaoyan’ WANG Weimin & LAN P|ng ..................................................................... 49

Clause constituents like adverbial and complement clauses, as observed by Biber et al., are associated
with oral and fictional discourses, forms revealing no meaningful syntactic complexity. NP constituents vary in
degree of complexity. Unmarked pre-post NP modifiers are typical of conversational and fictional discourses,
while marked post modifier preposition phrases, non-finite adjectival phrases, appositives and extensive phrasal
embedding, signs of higher order logical reasoning, demonstrate a high degree of complexity. Biber's study of
syntactic complexities revealed in clause constituents and NP constituents, points to the limitations of T units
as an effective index of syntactic complexity, while illuminating the complex nature of NP constituents and

offering new perspectives for measuring syntactic complexity.

Evaluative that-clause and its stance in master theses abstracts
WANG Yu &CHEN Hongjun ................................................................................. 58

Employing the model of evaluative that-clause classification (Hyland & Tse 2005a), this paper conducts
a contrastive study of evaluative that-clause and its stance function between Chinese master theses and
journal articles. We explore the frequencies, evaluative entities, stance, stance resources and expressions in
two corpora of 160 abstracts respectively. Analysis results show that Chinese postgraduate writers exhibit
higher subjectivity and more general writing characteristics than experienced writers. Statistics indicate that
Chinese postgraduate writers lack of skills in dialogue-construction and authority-establishment in academic
writing. The poor stance constructions of Chinese postgraduate writers are attributed primarily to insufficient

consciousness of linguistics convention of target community” .

Research report on evaluation of professional personality
among English majors in a higher vocational college—A case

study in Kunming Metallurgy College
SONG Jianxiang & CHENG Wenling ........................................................................ 70

Discussing the connotation of professional personality, it briefly reviews the research and evaluation of
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