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Modern Transformation of the Confucian Ethics of

“Harmony between Man and Nature”

XU Chun
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The Confucian idea of “Unity of Nature” was put forward to serve a twofold purpose. On one
hand, it provides support for the construction of ideal interpersonal relationships and establish a uni-
versal type of humanity that complies with the Heavenly ethics. On the other hand, it serves to estab-
lish an ethics that highlights mutual dependence between man and Nature and man’s conformity with
Nature. The natural extension and logic results arising from such ethical thoughts as Fear of the Man-
date of Heaven, awareness of the intrinsic value of Nature and commitment to responsibility for Nature
are what are perceived as the environmental ethics or ecological ethics today. Through cultural tran-
scendence of negation after negation, the Confucian idea of Harmony between Man and Nature can be
fused with modern environmental ethics, which would contribute significantly to the establishment of a
healthy, comprehensive environmental ethics.

Key words: Harmony between Man and Nature; reverence of life; intrinsic value; responsibility ethics



