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Margaret Cohen, The Sentimental History of the Novel (Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University
Press, 1999), p. 23.
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2 [ Jonathan E. Zwicker, Practices of the Sentimental Imagination: Melodrama, the Novel,

and the Social Imaginary in Nineteenth-Century Japan (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
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BATR-19MHAL ] H AN -

RIE11 > H735-
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2 BW. L. Idema, Chinese Vernacular Fiction: The Formative Period (Leiden: E. J. Brill,

1974), pp.121-122; Andrew H. Plaks, “The Novel in Premodern China,” Franco Moretti (ed.),

The Novel (Vol.1) (Princeton University Press, 2006), pp.199-200.
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2 Andre Lefevere, “Chinese and Western Thinking on Translation,” Susan Bassnett and Andre
Lefevere eds., Constructing Cultures: Essays on Literary Translation (Shanghai: Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press, 2001), pp.12-24.

* Susan Bassnett & Harish Trivedi eds., Post-colonial Translation: Theory and Practice (London:

Routledge, 1999), p. 9.
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William Lyon Phelps, Essays on Modern Novelists (New York: The Macmillan Company,

1927[19107), p. 120.
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George Brandes, Poland: A Study of the Land, People and Literature (London: Heinemann,

1903), p.303.
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R Sienkiewicz, Sielanka: A Forest Picture and Other Stories (Tr. by J. Curtin, Boston: Little,

Brown and Company, 1898), p.441. Jeremiah Curtin 2535 H13% T B ML B2 EB/NET > 2
ERZ PR AT R R -

BB EA T : [On a time it happened that the light-house keeper in Aspinwall, not far
from Panama, disappeared without a trace. Since he disappeared during a storm, it was
supposed that the ill-fated man went to the very edge of the small, rocky island on which the
light-house is situated, and was swept out by a wave. | ([EHI7E » H441 <)
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John Cournos, Philadelphis: Brown, 1908) Fi Silence, and Other Stories (Tr. By W. H. Lowe,

London: Francis Griffiths, 1910).
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L. N. Andreev, “Silence,” Silence, and Other Stories, pp.77-99.
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S B B RE B PE 3 AN R - Stepping silently on his naked feet, like a white ghost, Father
Ignaty approached the empty bed, and bending his knees fell face-down on the pillows, and
embraced them—the place where Vyéra’ s face ought to have been. (L. N. Andreev, Silence,
and Other Stories, p.91)
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Vyéra’s grave was next to one of these stones. It was covered with new sods,

already turning yellow, while all around it was green.57
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B KBS 9 PE W : [ Sitting down on the neighbouring tomb, and sighing repeatedly,
Father Ignaty looked round, cast a glance at the cloudless desert sky, in which the red-hot disc
of the sun hung suspended in perfect immobility—and then only did he become conscious of
that profound stillness, like nothing else in the world, which holds sway over a cemetery, when
there is not a breath of wind to rustle the dead leaves. And once more the thought came to
Father Ignaty, that this was not stillness, but silence. It overflowed to the very brick walls of
the cemetery, climbed heavily over them, and submerged the city. And its end was only there —
in those grey, stubbornly, obstinately silent eyes. Father Ignaty shrugged his shoulders --- | ([7]
HIE > EH95°)
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Juhani Aho, “Pioneers,” Squire Hellman and Other Stories (Tr. R. Nisbet Bain, London: T.
Fisher Unwin, 1893), pp.133—-141.
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Bain FIT o 1) R /IN il DU 53 46 4R 2 (1 T 2 28 3% S HAth ) (Squire Hellman and Other Stories) o
George C. Schoolfield, 4 History of Finland's Literature (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1998), pp.83-84.
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[Bain 3¢ 3% ] But, in the course of the year, the bonds between them were knit still
closer, and their prospects for the future grew brighter every day.
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[Bain 3% 321 I went in the opposite direction and came to a marsh where they had
begun to dig a draining ditch but stopped short when the work was only half done.
The path, familiar to me since the bridal tour, let to the little hut.
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Translating Short Stories within the Yanyi
Tradition: Three Case Studies on Wu Tao,
Liu Bannong and Zhou Shoujuan

Zhang Lihua’

This paper intends to explore the normative power of a Chinese narrative tradition—
yanyi—upon the process of translating works of western fiction into Chinese during the
late Qing and early Republican period. As a well-known mode of narrative in Chinese
literary history, yanyi (i.e. “to explain the meaning of sayings or stories”) was represented
by full-length vernacular fiction (zhanghui xiaoshuo) and the vernacular story (huaben)
since Song and Yuan dynasties. While there have been scholars such as Partrick Hanan and D.
E. Pollard who already sufficiently discussed how the late Qing translators translated the
western novels within the tradition of zhanghui xiaoshuo, this paper will focus on the
translation of the western short narrative forms. In particular, it will discuss the following
three pieces of vernacular translation, “The Soldier Who Keeps the Light House” (Dengtai
Zu), “The Silent Atmosphere” (Moran), and “The Miserable Couple” (Nanfu Nanfu),
respectively translated by Wu Tao, Liu Bannong and Zhou Shoujuan.

By a comparative reading of the three works and their literary translated versions
in Collection of Foreign Famous Stories (Yiiwai xiaoshuo ji, tr. by the Zhou Brothers
[Tokyo,1909]), as well as comparing them and their source texts, this paper aims to
elaborate the “battle” traced between the traditional rhetoric of yanyi and the “formal
realism” of the western novel which was maintained in the translated texts. By exploring
the hidden poetic principles behind these translations, one opens up a new path to the
collective imagination of xiaoshuo by the reading public during the late Qing and early
Republican China.
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