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ABSTRACTS

politics, economy and nature from the Qin dynasty to the late Qing dynasty.

(2) The Methodology of Historical Materialism and Its Academic Significance: Starting
with the Criticism of Some Social Critical Theories in the West
Tang Zhengdong + 33

Founded on a criticism of cultural paradigms, social critical theories display a
level of profundity in realizing that only the objective reality mediated through cultural
paradigms can affect realistic individuals. However, due to a lack of enquiry after the
origin of specific cultural paradigms, social critical theories have obvious limitations in
theoretical logic. The empiricist tradition of thinking only sees the material existence
of economic facts while ignoring other social forms of existence, thus being incomparable
to historical materialism in theoretical height. The methodological self-consciousness
of historical materialism is a precondition both for an accurate understanding of classic
Marxists’ thoughts and the organic links among three component parts of Marxism,

and for the construction of our own social critical theory.

(3) Independence or Autonomy: A Reflection on the Characteristics of Chinese Social

Organizations Wang Shizong and Song Chengcheng + 50 -

There are two perspectives on the characteristics of Chinese social organizations:
the structure perspective and the agency perspective. Although they show huge differences
in arguments, both perspectives have confused “independence” with “autonomy.” A
scrutiny of existing theoretical achievements reveals that neither “independence” nor
“autonomy” alone can provide a complete description of the characteristics of Chinese
social organizations. Based on an integrated idea of structure and agency and the late
modern achievements of neo-institutional theory, our study shows that the peculiar
structure and practice of Chinese social organizations is an active “response” of the
organizations to “institutional complexity”; this response has led to a complex and diverse
combination of “independence” and “autonomy, ” generally known as “dependent
autonomy.” Meanwhile, a multi-level institutional analysis of Chinese social organiza-
tions from the perspective of institutional logic will generate a systematic description
of the causes for the dependent autonomy of Chinese social organizations, and may

¢

lead to a new “research programme” of Chinese social organizations.

(4) Unearthed Literature and a Reexamination of the Pre-Qin Natural Cosmology

Wang Zhongjiang « 67

Silk and bamboo excavations can offer important insights on ancient Chinese natural
e 205 -
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cosmology. Thus it is necessary for us to combine these excavations with the existing
literature to reexamine the origin and basic forms of ancient Chinese natural cosmology.
Ancient Chinese natural cosmology began to appear in the early Taoist ideas. As a
cosmogony, it describes the primitive state of the cosmos and provides different
modes of cosmic generation; its interpretation of the essence of all things and their

RN T4

diversity are manifested in a series of relationships between “Tao” and “things,” “unwrought

material” and “vessel,” “one” and “many, ” and “tao” and “morality”; it uses the
ideological structure of nonaction (wuwei) of Tao and “naturalness” (ziran) of all
things to explain the good order of the cosmos and all things; it uses the cosmic order
to establish the world order characterized by “nonaction” of sages and “naturalness”
of common people. All these demonstrate Chinese natural cosmology is a natural cosmology

and world view with inherent systemic operations.

(5) Empirical Knowledge, Mind Mappings and Naturalism
Yin Jie and He Hua + 86

Unless we can explain the relationship between the mind and the external world,
we will not be able to offer legitimate evidence for the condition whereupon knowledge is
established. Hence, there exists a tension between how the mind perceives and how
knowledge is constituted. This tension can be traced back to the Cartesian tradition of
philosophy, which essentially was to interpret how ideas are linked with the world,
and how the relationship between knowledge and the world is ascertained. Analytical
philosophy demonstrates, though in an indirect way, the tension between mind and
knowledge in the language-world dichotomy. Empiricism advocates that experience is
the prerequisite of knowledge, and calls for a reflection on the legitimacy of the various
roles of experience in knowledge condition. Philosophers tend to pursue the attributes
of the mind from the perspective of transcendental philosophy such as scientism and
naturalism, and to provide an explanation for the legitimacy of the experiential basis
of knowledge constitution. In the major schools of contemporary empiricism, the issue of
experiential knowledge is explicitly extended to that of philosophy of mind, such that
there emerges a converging tendency between the theory of knowledge and the philosophy

of mind.

(6) On the Codependent Cycles of Chinese Inflation
Wang Shaoping and Sun Xiaotao * 106 ¢

A test and decomposition of the codependent cycles of CIP, APPI and M2 reveals
that the cyclic fluctuations of agricultural product price largely stem from the grain
price fluctuations induced by factors such as “land enclosure” and the impact of the

e 206 -





