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knowledge and religion, his use of the terms “greater knowledge”
(KH) and “greater mind” (KX .>), and the evolution of his main
thesis and its impact upon modern transformation of East Asian

civilization,

A JapaneseSamurai’s Interpretation of Confucian Classics in
Bakumatsu Period: the Koumouyowa of Yoshida Syouyin
Tang Liguo

[Abstract] The Koumouyowa is the representative work of
Yoshida Syouyin, one of the forerunners of Japanese anti-Bakufu and
restoration movement. In this book, Yoshida emphasized the self
subjectivity in reading and understanding the classics. He
reinterpreted the Mencius with his own unique approach of Heigaku,
rejecting the traditional methodology of studying Confucian classics.
The Koumouyowa can be understood as a result of Yoshida’s
recognition of contemparary political situation, presenting his scheme
for maintaining the independence of Japan under the pressure from
the Wetern powers, His discourses on civil administration and state
system in this book can also be perceived as the countermeasures
against external threats on a clear Heigaku ground. The ultimate
form of Yoshida’s learning is displayed in his integration of Heigaku
and Confucianism, The acceptance of Confucian from the perspective
of Heigaku had strengthened the practicability and action orientation
in Confucianism while weakening the Confucian idealism and moral
universalism at the same time. And for Heigaku, the elements of
Confucianism had strengthened its political and educational role, but
weakened its political rationalism paving the way to the fanatic

idolatry of Japanese emperors.
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